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APSC Addresses President Obama’s Environmental Agenda

Montgomery, Alabama — At today’s regularly scheduled meeting of the Alabama Public
Service Commission, the three commissioners signed the attached letter to President Obama.
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The Honorable Barack Obama
President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing today on behalt of the people of Alabama who are suffering from the
devastating effects of your administration’s punitive and over-burdensome mandates handed
down through your Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). As members of the Alabama
Public Service Commissicn, we are charged with ensuring that the citizens of our state receive
low-cost and reliable energy. Unfortunately, your politically-motivated federal mandates have
made that virtually impossible.

In 2008 you announced, “Under my plan, electricity rates would necessarily skyrocket.”
This statement was followed by a unique set of circumstances during your time in office: you
actually followed through on a promise. You lied when you said, “If you like your plan, you can
keep vour plan.” You lied when you said individuals under Obamacare could keep their doctors.
You have made lying to the American people one of the pillars of your administration. Asa
result of the one time you have actually kept your word, you have immeasurably burdened the
hard-working men and women of our state.

The EPA you oversee and your radical environmentalist allies set out to not only kill the
coal industry and deny this nation the use of 250 years” worth of natural resources, but also to
drive up electricity prices in the South to stunt our economic growth and drive jobs back to the
blue states which voted for you. In Alabama, we have enjoyed great success attracting new
industry and manufacturing based on our ability to offer a superior workforce and low-cost
utilities. The actions of your EPA and the radical environmentalists whom you support have
made such success even more challenging.



At the expense of working families and seniors across Alabama, your plan has succeeded.
Your callous disregard for the fallout from your War on Coal has placed tens of thousands of
jobs at risk and placed an even greater burden on family budgets.

In contrast to your view, energy is one of our state’s and our nation’s necessary tools to
cultivate freedom and opportunity. An all-of-the-above energy policy for our nation will allow
us to reach our full potential and finally get out from under the burden of our enormous debt. An
energy policy that includes the use of all of our God-given natural resources will allow us to
refuel an economic engine that is sputtering while China, India, and other countries enjoy growth
at unprecedented rates. We want families in Alabama to have the opportunity to make their lives
better with the type of good paying jobs that come with low-cost energy.

You have more than two years remaining in your term. Therefore, it is not too late for
you to reverse your course and implement an energy policy for this nation based on freedom and
opportunity, not the principle of government picking winners and losers for political purposes. It
is vital for the well-being of the citizens of Alabama that you reconsider your decision.
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House Speaker Mike Hubbard

Gina McCarthy, Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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